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EHEA Key Commitments

1) A Three-Cycle System compatible with the QF-EHEA and scaled by ECTS

2) Compliance with the Lisbon Recognition Convention (LRC)

3) Quality Assurance in conformity with European Standards and Guidelines (ESG)
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EQAR: Register Facts

▪ Created in 2008

▪ Established by the E4 (ENQA, ESU, EUA, EURASHE)

▪ Governed by the E4
▪ Ministries of higher education

▪ Social partners (Education International, Business Europe)

▪ Administers DEQAR

▪ Members (49+4+2=55) ≠ Registered agencies (61)



EQAR: Mission and Role

▪ The EHEA’s register of quality assurance agencies that comply with the ESGs

▪ Enhance transparency and trust, promote international recognition

▪ Responds to the needs of many stakeholders 

(ENIC-NARICs, admission offices, the general public)

▪ Non-profit and independent

▪ Acting in the public interest



EQAR on the countries in the EHEA
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EQAR: Present Developments 

Contributing to the advancement of QA in the EHEA: the ESG 2027

▪ See Project QAFIT

▪ Clarity in standards without rigid uniformity

▪ Allowing innovative approaches to quality assurance

▪ EG: digitalization, academic freedom, sustainability

▪ Writing adaptable guidelines that evolve but maintain consistency

Present
priorities

Enhancement

Long-term
relevance Accountability



EQAR: Present Developments 

Contributing to the advancement of QA in the EHEA:  the ESG 2027

▪ Steering Committee

▪ Drafting Committee

▪ Timeline

Sept Nov Oct Spring
2024 2025 2026 2027

Work starts Public Final text Adoption
by the E4+3 consultation of the ESG by ministers



EQAR: Present Developments 

Contributing to the advancement of QA in the EHEA:  innovation in QA

▪ See Project IMINQA 

▪ QA of Micro-credentials
▪ Creating workgroups to draft position docs

▪ Drawing up strategic plans

▪ Adapting NQF

▪ Recommandation of creating national registers of MC

▪ EQA: support from QAAs, a label?

▪ IQA: ESG Part 1 is relevant, a strategic approach needed



2011     2012     2013     2014     2015     2016      2017     2018     2019     2020     2021     2022     2023     2024   2025

29

60

44
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EQAR: Present Developments

Lack of compliance as seen in the analyses of the Register 
Committee

▪ Standard 3.3: independence

▪ Standard 2.4: stakeholder involvement, esp. students

▪ Standard 2.3: site visits

▪ Standard 3.4: thematic analyses



EQAR: Present Developments 

Contributing to the advancement of QA in the EHEA:  (automatic) recognition

▪ See Project TPG LRC-CORE

▪ How to advance Automatic Recognition?
▪ A strong wish of the students, of the world of work

▪ + qualifications held by refugees,

▪ + potential of digital technology (incl. The Diploma Supplement)

▪ DEQAR as a tool to enable automatic recognition



EQAR: Present Developments 

Contributing to the advancement of QA in the EHEA:  (automatic) recognition

▪ See Project TPG LRC-CORE

▪ The challenges
▪ Position of ministries

▪ Issues with the legal frameworks

▪ Position of HEIs

▪ Council of Europe’s WG on automatic recognition



EQAR: Present Developments

▪ SD = equity ≠ quality assurance [Martin, 2010]…

▪ …but a coherent partnership 
▪ SD = performance indicators and supervision schemes

▪ QA (documents) = complementary tool for monitoring

▪ At national level: Portugal is a leader [Tavares et al, 2022]

▪ At the level of colleges: capacity-building needed to support both QA and SD

Contributing to the advancement of QA in the EHEA: the Social Dimension



EQAR: Present Developments 

Contributing to the advancement of QA in the EHEA:  joint programmes, 

the European diploma (label)

▪ Relevant to alliances
▪ Student mobility

▪ International cooperation between HEIs

▪ Extremely complex

▪ The European Approach to QA 
of Joint Programmes

▪ The EQAR toolkit (project ImPEA)



EQAR: Present Developments

▪ DEQAR facilitates the fight for academic integrity

▪ Context: increasing availability of cheating services 
▪ essay mills

▪ fake agencies

▪ Train students (approach via plagiarism) and staff

▪ Inter-agency partnerships against academic misconduct,

▪ Cf. the GAIN network

Contributing to the advancement of QA in the EHEA: academic integrity



EQAR: Long-Term Trends 

Contributing to the advancement of the EHEA:  policy? ethical? Trends

or

My personal takeaways as an observer for 3 years at EQAR

▪ Three TRENDS

▪ Two CONDITIONS



EQAR: Long-Term Trends (1)

▪ Trend 1: Empower the Individual

Putting People First

▪ QA: the major policy undertaking by leaders in the EHEA

▪ More importantly: stakeholders share this view

▪ Especially students. The role of ESU

▪ The input from ETUCE

▪ Economic partners, the world of work, the territories



EQAR: Long-Term Trends (2)

▪ Trend 2: Embrace the Territory

Rooted in Place, Relevant to Society

▪ The QA paradigm is universal

▪ More importantly: solutions are national, regional and even local

▪ QA agencies (mostly) act within their territory

▪ Acceptance will only be granted when all actors in the territory 
convene together



EQAR: Long-Term Trends (3)

▪ Trend 3: Build the Academic Continent

Stronger together

▪ Praticularly relevant here at CEENQA
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▪ Trend 3: 
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Thank you!

stephane.lauwick@univ-lehavre.fr

+33 647 270 824

mailto:Magalie.Soenen@eqar.eu

