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Quality in Higher Education and Science:

From Challenges to Opportunities - Together

International Conference Marking the 20th Anniversary of the

Agency for Science and Higher Education

25 November 2025
Hotel Sheraton, Zagreb

Organised by: Agency for Science and Higher Education (ASHE)

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

09:00 - 09:30 Registration and Welcome
09:30 - 10:00 Official Opening of the Conference

Opening Remarks: Prof. Danijela Horvatek Tomié, PhD (Agency for Science

and Higher Education, Director)

Opening Remarks: Assist. Prof. Iva Ivankovié, PhD (Envoy of the Speaker of
the Croatian Parliament and Prime Minister of the Republic of Croatia, State

Secretary at the Ministry of Science, Education and Youth)
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Presentation of the Agency for Science and Higher Education’s anniversary

promotional film marking 20 years of its work

10:00 - 11:30 Keynote Address: European Perspectives on Quality

Assurance in Higher Education and Science

10:00 - 10:30 Douglas Blackstock (European Association for Quality

Assurance in Higher Education, ENQA, Immediate Past President)

10:30 - 11:00 Aleksandar Susnjar (European Quality Assurance Register for
Higher Education, EQAR, Director)

Moderator: Prof. Franci Demsar, PhD (Slovenian Quality Assurance Agency

for Higher Education, NAKVIS, Director)
11:00 - 11:30 Discussion

11:30 - 12:00 Lana Par (European Students’ Union, ESU, President)
Students and Quality in Higher Education: Challenges, Expectations, and

Guidelines for the Future
12:00 - 13:15 Lunch Break

13:15 - 14:15 Panel 1: Quality as a Common Language of European Education

and Science

Moderator: Prof. Olgun Cicek, PhD (University of Ljubljana)
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This panel will discuss the role of the European Standards and Guidelines for
Quality Assurance (ESG) as a foundation for building trust, cooperation, and
mutual recognition within the European Higher Education and Research Area.
Through dialogue with representatives of quality assurance agencies and HEI
stakeholders, the panel will explore current challenges in implementing ESG at
the national and institutional level, the role of students and stakeholders, and

future directions for quality assurance systems.

Panelists: Mr. Péter Levente Lakatos, PhD (Hungarian Accreditation
Committee, MAB, Director General), Mr. Naim Gashi (Kosovo Accreditation
Agency, KAA, Director), prof. Anita Pavié Pintarié, PhD (University of Zadar,

Vice Rector), Lana Par (European Students' Union, ESU, President)
14:20 - 15:20 Panel 2: Challenges in Higher Education and Science in Croatia

Moderator: Mrs. Irena Petrusié, PhD (Agency for Science and Higher

Education, ASHE, Director Deputy)

Higher education today faces a series of complex challenges that require
coordinated responses from policymakers, universities, students, and society
as a whole. This panel will discuss how national and European education
policies can respond to the needs of a system that aims to maintain
sustainability, high quality and stability in the face of a rapidly changing world.
Through dialogue with stakeholders, the panel will explore what sustainability in
higher education means in the context of digital transformation, demographic
trends, employability, international mobility, and the role of science and higher

education in today’s society.
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Panelists: Prof. Nebojsa Stojéi¢, PhD (Vice President of the Rectors’
Conference of the Republic of Croatia and Rector of University of Dubrovnik),
Dijana Mandic (Director of the Higher Education Directorate at the Ministry of
Science, Education and Youth), Assoc. Prof. Damir Jugo, PhD, prof. of
professional studies (President of the Board of Governors at Algebra Bernays
University), David Matthew Smith, PhD (Director General of the Ruder BoSkovic

Institute)
15:20 - 15:40 Closing Discussion and Final Remarks

15:40 - 16:40 Light Refreshments

The conference is organized within the project “Quality Assurance in Higher
Education”, funded by the Effective Human Resources 2021-2027 Programme

of the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+).
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Kvaliteta u visokom obrazovanju i znanosti:

od izazova do prilika - zajedno

Medunarodna konferencija povodom 20. obljetnice Agencije za

znanost i visoko obrazovanje

25. studenoga 2025. godine
Hotel Sheraton, Zagreb

Organizator: Agencija za znanost i visoko obrazovanje (AZVO)

PROGRAM KONFERENCIJE
09:00 - 09:30 Registracijaidobrodoslica

09:30 - 10:00 Sluzbeno otvorenje konferencije

Pozdravni govor: prof. dr. sc. Danijela Horvatek Tomic, ravnateljica Agencije

za znanost i visoko obrazovanje (AZVO)

Pozdravni govor: doc. dr. sc. Iva Ivankovic, izaslanica predsjednika
Hrvatskog sabora i predsjednika Vlade Republike Hrvatske, drzavna tajnica u

Ministarstvu znanosti, obrazovanja i mladih (MZOM)

ESF+

Uginkoviti liudski ‘ Sufinancira
cinkovitl jjuaski '; : e
potencijali azv0k - Europska unija

¢ 0



4
‘ azvo enaa

.. eqar
agencija za

znanosti visoko
obrazovanje

Predstavljanje promotivnog filma Agencije za znanost i visoko obrazovanje

povodom 20. obljetnice rada

10:00 - 11:30 Plenarna izlaganja: Europske perspektive u osiguravanju

kvalitete u visokom obrazovanju i znanosti

10:00 - 10:30 Douglas Blackstock (Europsko udruzenje za osiguravanje

kvalitete u visokom obrazovanju - ENQA, dosadasnji predsjednik)

10:30 - 11:00 Aleksandar Susnjar (Europski registar za osiguravanje kvalitete

u visokom obrazovanju - EQAR, direktor)

Moderator: prof. dr. sc. Franci DemSar (Nacionalna agencija Republike

Slovenije za kakovost v visokem Solstvu - NAKVIS, direktor)
11:00 - 11:30 Rasprava

11:30 - 12:00 Lana Par (Europska studentska unija - ESU, predsjednica)
Studentii kvaliteta u visokom obrazovanju: izazovi, ocekivanja i smjernice

za buduénost
12:00 - 13:15 Rucak

13:15 - 14:15 Panel 1: Kvaliteta kao zajednicki jezik europskog obrazovanja i

znanosti
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Moderator: prof. dr. Olgun Cicek (Sveuciliste u Ljubljani)

U fokusu panela jerasprava o ulozi Europskih standarda i smjernica za
osiguravanje kvalitete (ESG) kao temelja za izgradnju povjerenja, suradnje i
uzajamnog priznavanja unutar europskog prostora visokog obrazovanja i
znanosti. Kroz dijalog s predstavnicima agencija za osiguravanje kvalitete i
dionicima u sustavu visokog obrazovanja panel Ce istraZiti koji su aktualni
izazoviu primjeni ESG-ja na nacionalnim i institucijskim razinama, kakva je uloga
studenata i dionikate koji subuduCi smjerovi razvoja sustava osiguravanja

kvalitete u kontekstu digitalizacije i odrzivosti.

Panelisti: dr. sc. Péter Levente Lakatos (Hungarian Accreditation Committee,
MAB, direktor), gosp. Naim Gashi (Kosovo Accreditation Agency, KAA, direktor),
prof. dr. sc. Anita Pavié Pintari¢ (Sveuciliste u Zadru, prorektorica za studente i

studije), Lana Par (European Students' Union, ESU, predsjednica)
14:20 - 15:20 Panel 2: Izazovi u visokom obrazovanju i znanosti u Hrvatskoj

Moderatorica: dr. sc. Irena Petrusi¢ (Agencija za znanost i visoko obrazovanje

- AZVO, zamjenica ravnateljice)

Visoko se obrazovanje danas suoCava s nizom kompleksnih izazova koji
zahtijevaju koordinirane odgovore donositelja politika, sveucilista, studenata i
drustva u cjelini. Ovaj panel raspravit ¢e kako nacionalne i europske obrazovne
politike mogu odgovoriti na potrebe sustava koji Zeli biti odrZiv, kvalitetan i
otporan na promjene. Kroz dijalog s predstavnicima znanstvenih instituta,

sveuciliSsta i ministarstva, panel ce istraziti sto znaciodrZivost visokog
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obrazovanja u  kontekstu digitalne  transformacije, demografskih
trendova, medunarodne mobilnosti, zaposljivostii uloge znanosti i visokog

obrazovanja u druStvu danas.

Panelisti: prof. dr. sc. Nebojsa Stojci¢ (rektor SveuciliSta u Dubrovniku i
zamjenik predsjednika Rektorskoga zbora Republike Hrvatske), Dijana Mandic
(ravnateljica Uprave za visoko obrazovanje Ministarstva znanosti, obrazovanja i
mladih), izv. prof. dr. sc. Damir Jugo, prof. strué. stud. (predsjednik Upravnog
vijeCa Sveucilista Algebra Bernays), dr. sc. David Matthew Smith (Institut Ruder

Boskovic, ravnatel))

15:20 - 15:40 Zakljuéna rasprava i zavrSne misli

15:40 - 16:40 Prigodno osvjeZenje i zavrSetak programa

Odrzavanje konferencije omoguceno je u okviru projekta “Osiguravanje
kvalitete u visokom obrazovanju” financiranog iz Programa UcCinkoviti ljudski

potencijali 2021. - 2027. Europskog socijalnog fonda plus (ESF+).
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