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CLASS: 025-05/23-02/01
FILE NUMBER: 355-01-23-02
Zagreb, 4 April 2023

Pursuant to Article 16, Paragraph 1 and Article 8, Paragraph 1 and 3 of the Act on Quality
Assurance in Higher Education and Science (Official Gazette, 151/22) and Article 32,
Paragraph 1, Subparagraph 1 and 2 of the Statute of the Agency for Science and Higher
Education (CLASS: 003-05/13-01/0001; FILE NUMBER: 355-01-23-29) the Accreditation
Council adopted by e-mail, on 3 April 2023, the

QUALITY STANDARDS

IN THE ACCREDITATION PROCEDURE OF
JOINT STUDY PROGRAMMES
OFFERED BY (A) CROATIAN AND (A) FOREIGN
HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION(S)

Article 1

In the accreditation procedure of joint study programmes offered by (a) Croatian and (a) foreign
higher education institution(s), quality standards (hereinafter referred to as “Quality
Standards™) as defined by the European Approach for Quality Assurance of Joint
Programmes (hereinafter referred to as the “European Approach™) and approved by ministers
of the European Higher Education Area at the conference held in Yerevan on 14 and 15 May
2015 shall apply as follows:

1. ELIGIBILITY
1.1. STATUS

The institutions that offer a joint programme should be recognised as higher education
institutions by the relevant authorities of their countries.

Their respective national legal frameworks should enable them to participate in the joint
programme and, if applicable, to award a joint degree.

The institutions awarding the degree(s) should ensure that the degree(s) belong to the higher
education degree systems of the countries in which they are based.

1.2. JOINT DESIGN AND DELIVERY

The joint programme should be offered jointly, involving all cooperating institutions in the
design and delivery of the programme.
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1.3. COOPERATION AGREEMENT

The terms and conditions of the joint programme should be laid down in a cooperation
agreement.

The agreement should in particular cover the following issues:
- Denomination of the degree(s) awarded in the programme

- Coordination and responsibilities of the partners involved regarding management and
financial organisation (including funding, sharing of costs and income etc.)

- Admission and selection procedures for students
- Mobility of students and teachers

- Examination regulations, student assessment methods, recognition of credits and degree
awarding procedures in the consortium.

2. LEARNING OUTCOMES

2.1. LEVEL (ESG 1.2.)

The intended learning outcomes should align with the corresponding level in the Framework
for Qualifications in the European Higher Education Area (FQ-EHEA), as well as the applicable
national qualifications framework(s).

2.2. DISCIPLINARY FIELD

The intended learning outcomes should comprise knowledge, skills, and competencies in the
respective disciplinary field(s).

2.3. ACHIEVEMENT (ESG 1.2.)

The study programme should be able to demonstrate that the intended learning outcomes are
achieved.

2.4. REGULATED PROFESSIONS

[f relevant for the specific joint programme, the minimum agreed training conditions specified
in the European Union Directive 2005/36/EC, or relevant common trainings frameworks
established under the Directive, should be taken into account.

3. STUDY PROGRAMME (ESG 1.2.)

3.1. CURRICULUM

The structure and content of the curriculum should be fit to enable the students to achieve the
intended learning outcomes.

3.2. CREDITS




The European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) should be applied properly and the distribution
of credits should be clear.

3.3. WORKLOAD

A joint bachelor programme will typically amount to a total student workload of 180-240
ECTS-credits; a joint master programme will typically amount to 90-120 ECTS-credits and
should not be less than 60 ECTS-credits at second cycle level (credit ranges according to the
FQ-EHEA); for joint doctorates there is no credit range specified (but it should include no less

than three years of scientific research).

The workload and the average time to complete the programme should be monitored.

4. ADMISSION AND RECOGNITION (1.4.)
4.1. ADMISSION

The admission requirements and selection procedures should be appropriate in light of the
programme’s level and discipline.

4.2. RECOGNITION

Recognition of qualifications and of periods of studies (including recognition of prior learning)
should be applied in line with the Lisbon Recognition Convention and subsidiary documents.

5. LEARNING, TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT (1.3.)

5.1. LEARNING AND TEACHING

The programme should be designed to correspond with the intended learning outcomes, and the
learning and teaching approaches applied should be adequate to achieve those.

The diversity of students and their needs should be respected and attended to, especially in view
of potential different cultural backgrounds of the students (including the needs of students from
vulnerable and underrepresented groups).

5.2. ASSESSMENT

The examination regulations and the assessment of the achieved learning outcomes should
correspond with the intended learning outcomes.

They should be applied consistently among partner institutions.
6. STUDENT SUPPORT (ESG 1.6.)

The student support services should contribute to the achievement of the intended learning
outcomes. They should take into account specific challenges of mobile students.

7. RESOURCES (ESG 1.5. and 1.6.)

7.1, STAFE



The staff should be sufficient and adequate (qualifications, professional and international
experience) to implement the study programme.

7.2. FACILITIES

The facilities provided should be sufficient and adequate in view of the intended learning
outcomes.

8. TRANSPARENCY AND DOCUMENTATION (ESG 1.8.)
Relevant information about the programme like admission requirements and procedures, course

catalogue, examination and assessment procedures etc. should be well documented and
published by taking into account specific needs of mobile students.

9. QUALITY ASSURANCE (ESG 1.1. and Part 1)

The cooperating institutions should apply joint internal quality assurance processes in
accordance with part one of the ESG.

Article 2

These Quality Standards shall be published on the website of the Agency and shall enter into
force on the day of their publication on the website.
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