MINISTRY OF SCIENCE, EDUCATION AND SPORTS
Pursuant to Article 26 Item 2 of the Act on Quality Assurance in Science and Higher Education (Official Gazette 45/09), the Minister of Science, Education and Sports passed
ORDINANCE

ON CONDITIONS FOR ISSUING LICENCE FOR SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITY, CONDITIONS FOR RE-ACCREDITATION OF SCIENTIFIC ORGANISATIONS AND CONTENT OF LICENCE

I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1.

This Ordinance shall regulate conditions for issuing licence for scientific activity, conditions for re-accreditation of scientific organisations and content of licence for scientific activity. 

II. CONDITIONS FOR ISSUING LICENCE FOR SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITY

Conditions for issuing licence
Article 2.

(1) Licence for scientific activity will be issued to the public scientific institute and scientific organisation established by the Republic of Croatia (hereafter: public scientific organisation) and the private scientific organisation which applies for the licence for scientific activity, if during the course of evaluation of the conditions for scientific activity the Agency for Science and Higher Education (hereafter: Agency) issues positive accreditation recommendation for scientific activity. 
(2) Licence for scientific activity will be issued to the scientific organisation with positive accreditation recommendation by the Agency, on the basis of the following documentation applicants have to attach to their applications for licence:
1. memorandum of association;

2. documentation about scientific activity which contains multiannual strategic research programme in the applied scientific field in line with the Article 3 of this Ordinance; 

3. evidence about adequate space and equipment for carrying out strategic research programme according to Article 4 of this Ordinance; 
4. evidence about the employment of adequate number of scientists appointed into appropriate scientific grade or with adequate number of scientific publications required for appointment into appropriate scientific grade in order to carry out proposed strategic research programme in accordance with Article 5 of this Ordinance; 
5. evidence about the necessary funds for the activity of scientific organisations according to Article 6 of this Ordinance.

(3) Licence for scientific activity will be issued to the pre-incorporated public scientific organisation if the applicant, along from the documentation stated in Item 2 of this Article and application for the licence for scientific activity, also submits the following documentation: 
– feasibility study in line with the strategic document network of public scientific organisations from the Article 18 Paragraph (4) of the Act on Quality Assurance in Science and Higher Education.

Application for scientific activity
Article 3.

(1) Application for scientific activity of a scientific organisation shall contain:

1. strategic research programme for the minimum period of 5 years, which shall include:

– purpose of the establishment and activity of scientific organisation, 
– analysis of the business potential of the scientific organisation and its position in the scientific and business environment,

– strategic goals of scientific organisation,

– expected outcomes of strategic research programme,

– scientific themes that the scientific organisation intends to research, along with the detailed programme of work and specific goals for each theme,
– plan of the organisational development of the scientific organisation,

– indicators of successful implementation of the strategic research programme for the minimum of 5 years in at least one of the following tasks of the scientific organisation:

a) basic research

b) applied and development research and technology transfer;

c) scientific, advisory and professional services.

d) scientific and professional training of doctoral candidates, post-docs and other scientific and professional staff;
2. at least one review of the strategic research programme carried out by independent, renowned scientists (referees) who are not in a conflict of interest, which shall be confirmed by the referees in a written statement to the scientific organisations;

3. scientific fields (one or more) licence is requested for, included in the strategic research programme.

(2) Application for scientific activity shall be submitted on the appropriate forms designed by the Agency and available at the Agency web pages. 
Space and equipment
Article 4.

(1) Scientific organisation must have adequate space and equipment for the realisation of the strategic research programme which is proven by authorised documents on ownership and right of use, lease or other valid legal basis for use of space and equipment for scientific activity. 

(2) Documentation on space and equipment must also include:

1. information about laboratory space;

2. information about office space for persons who doing research and technical staff directly involved in research; 
3. information about the scientific infrastructure which a scientific organisation has available for carrying out research stated in the strategic research programme;

4. information about office space for administrative services (for example, secretary offices, accounting, IT service etc.)

(3) Information from Paragraph (2) of this Article shall be submitted on the adequate forms prepared by the Agency and available at the Agency web pages. 

Scientists
Article 5.

(1) Scientific organisation must have adequate structure of scientists for realisation of the strategic research programme which is proven by the list of scientists available for research and by additional documentation.

(2) Additional documentation for the staff structure of scientific organisation consists of:
– contract between scientists and scientific organisation or their statement of intent to be employed at the scientific organisation,
– CV of scientists which shall include the list of scientific publication and summary of the most important scientific achievements,

– employment contracts or statement of intent to be employed at the scientific organisation and CVs of persons who are not appointed into the appropriate scientific grade with the evidence about the adequate number of publications necessary for their appointment into appropriate scientific grade.
(3) Public scientific organisation shall have at least 7 full-time employed scientists, with at least 3 of them in the scientific field for which the licence has been requested. If the organisation is pre-incorporated, it shall state the intent of employing the above number of scientists or an adequate number of persons with the appropriate number of scientific publications necessary for appointment into necessary scientific grades.
(4) Private scientific organisation shall have at least 3 full-time employed scientists, with 2 of them in the scientific field for which the licence has been requested. If the organisation is pre-incorporated it shall state the intent of employing the above number of scientists or an adequate number of persons with the appropriate number of scientific publications necessary for appointment into necessary scientific grades.
(5) Exceptionally, Paragraph (4) of this Article regarding the minimum number of scientists shall apply to a public scientific organisation which is not a university or its constituent and is not a public scientific institute.
(6) Information about the scientists stated in this Article shall be submitted on the adequate forms prepared by the Agency and available at the Agency web pages. 

Finances
Article 6.

(1) Financial documentation of a scientific organisation must contain:

1. information about the bank number and bank chosen by a scientific organisation;
2. financial plan of income and expenditure of a scientific organisation for the 5-year period which shall clearly show sources of financing of a scientific organisation and structure of expenditures together with their purpose.

(2) Information from the previous Paragraph of this Article shall be submitted on the adequate forms prepared by the Agency and available at the Agency web pages.

III. CONDITIONS FOR RE-ACCREDITATION OF SCIENTIFIC ORGANISATIONS

Conditions for re-accreditation
Article 7.

(1) Re-accreditation procedure is obligatory for all licensed scientific organisations from Article 2 Paragraph (1) of this Ordinance, every five years. 

(2) During the course of re-accreditation of scientific organisations Agency shall check the fulfilment of conditions for continued scientific activity, as follows:
– strategic research programme for the minimum period of five years in the scientific field of a scientific organisation which contains the elements stated in Article 3 Paragraph (1) of this Ordinance,
– required number of employed scientists appointed into appropriate grade or with adequate number of publications, in line with Paragraphs (3), (4) and (5) of this Article,

– adequate space and equipment in line with Article 4 of this Ordinance,

– finances in line with Article 6 of this Ordinance.
(3) Public scientific organisation shall have at least 15 full-time employed scientists, with at least 5 in the scientific area in which it shall carry out its scientific activity.
(4) Private scientific organisation shall have at least 5 full–time employed scientists, with at least 3 in the scientific area in which it shall carry out its scientific activity.
(5) Exceptionally, Item (4) of this Article regarding the minimum number of scientists shall apply to a public scientific organisation which is not a university or its constituents and is not a public scientific institute.

(6) During the course of re-accreditation scientific organisations shall deliver to the Agency report on the implementation of strategic research programme for the previous period of a minimum 5 years, with comments on:
· Realisation of the strategic goals of scientific organisation,

–  realisation of the intended outcomes of the strategic programme,

–  realisation of the special research goals  of the scientific themes in the strategic programme,

–  realisation of the plan of organisational development of scientific organisation,

– realisation of the realisation indicators for strategic programme of scientific research during the previous period of minimum 5 years from Article 3 Paragraph 1 Item 1 Indent 7 of this Ordinance.
(7) During re-accreditation, scientific organisations shall deliver to the Agency report on realisation of financial plan of income and expenditure of a scientific organisation for the previous period of a minimum 5 years. 
(8) Information from this Article shall be submitted on the adequate forms prepared by the Agency and available at the Agency web pages.

IV. CONTENT OF LICENSE
Article 8.

License for scientific activity shall contain the following information: 
1. name, address and personal identification number (OIB) of the scientific organisation to be issued licence;

2. licensed scientific fields 

3. other parts in line with the regulations on general administrative procedure.

V. TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS
Article 9.

(1) Scientific organisation with licence for scientific activity issued prior to entry into force of this Ordinance and scientific organisations which were issued licence after entry into force of this Ordinance, in line with the Act on Quality Assurance in Science and Higher Education and regulations based on it, shall harmonize their general documents and their activity with provisions of this Ordinance within one year since the day of entry into force of this Ordinance.
(2) Agency shall start re-accreditation of scientific organisations from Paragraph (1) of this Article after expiry of the deadline stated in the Paragraph (1) of this Article. 
(3) Agency is obliged to finish re-accreditation of scientific organisations from Paragraph (2) of this Article three years after the expiry of the deadline stated in Paragraph (1) of this Article.
(4) Article 8 Paragraphs (6) and (7) of this Ordinance shall not apply to the first re-accreditation of scientific organisations stated in Paragraph (2) of this Article.
Article 10.

Ordinance on conditions and procedure for issuing licence for scientific activity (Official Gazette 97/07 and 98/07) and Ordinance on Evaluation of Scientific Organisations (Official Gazette 104/08) shall cease to have effect by virtue of the entry into force of this Ordinance, except in procedures of issuing license and evaluation of scientific organisations started prior to entry into force of the Act on Quality Assurance in Science and Higher Education.

Article 11.

This Ordinance shall enter into force on the eighth day of its publication in the Official Gazette. 
Class: 640-01/10-06/00020

Register number: 533-04-10-0001

Zagreb, 30 June 2010
Minister
dr. sc. Radovan Fuchs, m.p.
