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What is evanet?

evaNet is an internet platform
• collecting and structuring all information that is 

relevant for quality assurance in the higher 
education area in Germany

• containing news, events, literature, links and 
tools

• aiming for experts and laymen
• provided by the Germans Rectors` Conference 

and HIS since 1998
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What is evaNet?

http://evanet.his.de/evanet/news/meldungen.php
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What is evaNet?

Categories
• News – all about politics, agencies, universities 

and new studies and publications
• Calendar of events
• Institutions – lists all agencies and associations
• Procedures
• Opinion
• Literature pool – contains relevant literature 

which is subdivided into categories
• Link pool – collects links of interest

http://evanet.his.de/evanet/news/meldungen.php
http://evanet.his.de/evanet/termine/events.php
http://evanet.his.de/evanet/institutionen/index.php
http://evanet.his.de/evanet/verfahren/index.php
http://evanet.his.de/evanet/positionen/positionen-2006.php
http://evanet.his.de/evanet/literaturpool/index.php
http://evanet.his.de/evanet/links/index.php
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How does evaNet work?
Where do the news come from?

• Daily research for news, events and 
literature on the internet and in 
magazines

• News services
• Requests from universities, institutions 

or agencies
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What is evanet?

Newsletter

• is distributed as a PDF and is sent out every six 
weeks

• content from specific categories of the site and 
extra research and external articles from 
agencies 
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What is evanet? - Newsletter

news

events

opinion

literature

project qm

agencies

extra 
research 

newslettereditors
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What is evanet? - Newsletter

• Newsletter pdf is put on server
• Link to pdf is sent out via E-mail to 

subscribers
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Who uses „evaNet“?
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Subscribers to evaNet-Newsletter

universities
60%

companies, 
unions and 
lobbyists

3%

ministries and 
other political 
stakeholders

5%

foreign 
countries

4%

other (including 
unspecific 

domains like 
"web.de")

23%

science and 
research 

institutions
5%

Who uses „evaNet“?
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What is the technical background of 
“evanet”?

• Self-developed CMS (Content Management 
System)

• Combines PHP as scripting language and MySQL 
as database

• Both are open source
• Mix between dynamic (data based) and static 

(HTML-based) content.
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How did evaNet evolve?

1998
German Rectors‘ Conference 
(HRK/Projekt Q) and Ministry of 
Education saw the need for a system 
that 

• reports
• documents
• crosslinks
all evaluation activities in Germany
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How did evaNet evolve?

1998

• evaNet relied heavily on user input 
• many interactive features
• input-oriented
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How did evaNet evolve?

Focus changed from:

1998: “interactive pinboard”

2004: News- and Information Platform, gathering
and collecting data
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How did „evaNet“ evolve?

2004 

• evanet relies heavily on edited input 
• collects and structures data
• output-oriented
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How will evaNet develop?

• Web 2.0 
– shift focus to users again (community)

–WAP (evaNet-news for mobile phones)
–RSS-feeds
–Chats with experts
–Discussion forums 
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